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of their fortune had, it seems, only served to furnish their servants with a pretext for greater prolusion and a cover for greater malversation than in proportion even to that increase of fortune. The conduct of their servants in India and the general state of their affairs, both in India and in Europe, became the subject of a parliamentary inquiry; in consequence of which several very important alterations were made in the constitution of their government, both at home and abroad." . . . " But it seems impossible, by any alterations, to render those courts in any respect fit to govern or even to share in the government of a great empire; because the greater part of their members must always have too little interest in the prosperity of that empire to give any serious attention to what may promote it."
" Frequently a man of great, sometimes even a man of small fortune, is willing to purchase a thousand pound share in India stock merely for the influence which he expects to acquire by a vote in the court of proprietors. It gives him a share, though not in the plunder, yet in the appointment of the plunderers of India. . . . Provided he can enjoy this influence for a few years, and thereby provide for a certain number of his friends, he frequently cares little about the dividend or even about the value of the stock on which it is based. About the prosperity of the great empire in the government of which that vote gives him a share, he seldom cares at all. No other sovereigns ever were or from the nature of things ever could be so perfectly indifferent about the